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The number of students served through special education continues to

A
. TEM.
Increase year over year.

Texas Education Agency

Since the 2014-15 school year, there has been a 72% increase in the
number of students served through special education.
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Source data from a. Speced_dis_student23f by unique studentid total is and Windham submission. Dataset was collected as Enrollment in Oct Fall, 2023. Texas Education Agency | 2



Increase in special education identification TEAL.

Texas Education Agency

Special education identification continues to increase, while the student population in Texas does not show
the same increases, and in some years, decreases.
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Note: Graphs are not on the same scale this is to show the change in student populations year over year.

Source data from a. Speced_dis_student23f by unique studentid total is and Windham submission. Dataset was collected as Enrollment in Oct Fall, 2023. Texas Education Agency | 3



Special Education and Section 504

Beginning this year, the population of students served through special education and the students served through
Section 504 accommodation plans make up almost one-fourth of the student population in Texas. This is almost
a 10% increase of the combined two (SPED and 504) since 2018-2019.
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Source data from a. Speced_dis_student23f by unique studentid total is and Windham submission. Dataset was collected as Enrollment in Oct Fall, 2023. Texas Education Agency | 4



Special Education Evaluations Serve as a Leading Indicator for Total Special TEAD
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Students identified with dyslexia continues to increase. TEA‘

Texas Education Agency

In the past 5 years, there has been an almost 70% increase of students identified with dyslexia. Additionally, the percent of
students with dyslexia and served through special education has more than doubled since the 2018-19 school year.
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Students identified with dyslexia continues to increase.

Beginning this year, more students with dyslexia are served through special education than Section 504. Since
the 2018-2019 school year, there has been more than a 25% decrease for students with dyslexia being served in
Section 504 to now almost a 30% increase in students with dyslexia being served through special education.

2018-2019 School Year
194,225 Total Students with Dyslexia

SPED & Dyslexia
40,662

J

504 & Dyslexia
146,639

Source data from a. Speced_dis_student23f by unique studentid total is and Windham submission. Dataset was collected as Enrollment in Oct Fall, 2023.

2023-2024 School Year
329,247 Total Students with Dyslexia
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Primary Disabilities of Students Served Through Special Education TEII‘

Texas Education Agency

Data from the 2023-2024 School Year
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2583 1.0 Students with a primary disability of
’ 70 autism increased by 16,752 students

3,678 or 0.7% growth in one year.

Additionally, students with a specific

> <1.0% learning disability (SLD) increased by

40,922 or 2.2%.

Autism
Other Health Impairment
Intellectual Disability

Emotional Disturbance

Noncategorical Early Childhood
Auditory Impairment
Blind/Visual Impairment
Orthopedic Impairment I3,182
Traumatic Brain Injury |1,252
Deaf/Blind |499 J

NOTE: The smallest 6 primary disabilities had less than a 0.1% change or stayed the same from last year.

Source data from a. Speced_dis_student23f by unique studentid total and Windham submission. Dataset was collected as Enrollment in Oct Fall, 2023. Texas Education Agency | 8



Dyslexia Rule and Handbook Adopted by SBOE

* Dyslexia instruction is considered a special education service. In other words,
if a student is identified with dyslexia and is determined to need specific
dyslexia instruction/intervention, this is considered specially designed
instruction that would lead to eligibility for special education services.

* SBOE did not alter TEA guidance that all students receiving dyslexia
instruction under a Section 504 plan must be evaluated/re-evaluated as soon
as possible but no later than by the end of the 2024-2025 school year if they
continue to need direct dyslexia instruction.

* |f a student does not need, or no longer needs, direct dyslexia
instruction/intervention but does require the use of instructional
accommodations because of dyslexia, a Section 504 accommodation plan
could remain or be put in place by a Section 504 committee.



Dyslexia Rule and Handbook Adopted by SBOE

Professional with specific knowledge regarding the reading process, dyslexia
and related disorders, and dyslexia instruction must be a part of the evaluation
team when dyslexia is a suspected disability. This person must also be a part of
an admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee when determining
eligibility for special education and related services. This person must be either:
* A licensed dyslexia therapist (LDT);

* Someone with the most advanced dyslexia related certification (this is defined in the
handbook but is someone like a certified academic language therapist [CALT]); or

* |f the first two are not available, someone who completes the training identified in the
handbook (Texas Dyslexia Academy courses, training on the evaluation process for
specific learning disabilities)



Form: Overview of Special Education for Parents

n

Overview of Special Education for Parents ¥

=

WHAT IS SPECIAL EDUCATION?

Vihen a child receives special education, it means that  public school provides

Overview of Special Education for Parents

REFERRAL FOR SPECIAL EDU

Overview of Special Education for Parents

Overview of Special Education for Parents

WHAT IS IN AN IEP?:

The IEP must address certain elements for your child,

cluding

®
Texas Education Agency

Overview of Special Education for Parents

This form is a summary of rights, required to be given to parents after a referral has been
made. Your signature serves only as acknowledgment that you received the form. For
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_ s The sehoo il ispmm T iemation the special ed d that quired far your child to be based an the evaluation report and other data e T— T —
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> Ifyour chid s eligible for special education services, your chi wil have T complete,and you consent o your chid recehing services, Servces would begin R
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child's unique needs. BTN =k etk wori ErrER You CONSENT FOR THE . . . e 1P and » . i . If !lo'ur child has dyslexia, for example, ?goal : ’
Tt ou in e IEP and agree or disagree re might focus on improvement in a specific area o
i UATE YOUR CHILD ght to participa 2 you mig! P! n
B oot acahant, o programing at N0 cost R e getting speclal education services. reading development or fluency within a certain amaunt of time.
such as i hysical therapists, hlanguage Consent to evaluate is: . ; + Adescription of the specially designed instruction, related services,
pathologists, and prowiders of dyslexia instruction. ) L4 :sggs‘ﬂ:rﬁféhixsz;@ng:;g specially trained personnel to evaluate and PN and supplementary aids and services tha will be provided. The Parent Name.
. n b g instruction and services will vary based on the specific needs of your
SPECIAL EDUCATION PROCESS: - » Used by the school to start the timeline by which With some exceptians, an —>) MOVING FORWARD: RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES child. For example, if your child has been identified with dyslexia:
3 W the schoel must complete your child's evaluation. evaluation must be completed / " ol o P o
. ; . N . . . within 45 school days. « The specially designed Instruction would likely include a regularly
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Imoortant ts nderstand the ste “m;’; "m;’edmlm rims“ IEP, Schaals must offer the services, accammodations, and supports described in the: program that has been shown to help students with dyslexia and in Parent Signature Date.
a " P P 1EP, and school staff will monitor your child's progress toward the goals in the IEP, accordance with the Dyslexia Handbook
+ You will receive progress reports on your child's IEP goals at least once each . sarvices 1 + childs fin
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spadimon speclal Education ofiss of Prossdural Safeguards o i e Ll L During each ARD committes meting, you will be an active participant, discussing your child's specific Included In cassraoms and secings with children without disasilides 25
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Translated
into 26
languages

English Form: bit.ly/OverviewParents
Spanish Form: bit.ly/O

verviewParentsSpan

https://www.spedtex.org/resources/notice-procedural-safeguards
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